EPISODES  OF  THE   GBEAT   WAR        [1915

frequent in an assault upon a long front, and it was
made almost inevitable by the fact that the British
army formed a quasi-independent command.

Attacks were delivered upon the 25th by the
French Tenth Army and by the British at Ypres,
Armentieres, Xeuve Chapelle, and Givenchy. Apart
from local failures these may be considered to have
won reasonable success. But the main British attack
was directed against the German line from the La
Bassee canal to the slopes in front of Grenay.

The landscape, as seen from some one of the slag-
heaps behind the British front, was curiously open.
The opposing trench lines showed up clearly in the
coarse chalk, and the country seemed a dead-flat
plain, scarred with roads and studded with the head-
gear of collieries and mean little red houses. But this
openness was deceptive. Every acre was a possible
fortress, and the Germans had strongly fortified
posts such as Fosse 8 and the formidable Hohen-
zollern Redoubt, as well as a number of minor posi-
tions among the slag-heaps, pits, and other natural
features. At 6.30 on 25th September, when the
great bombardment slackened, the left of the 1st
Corps found itself checked in this desperate country,
but by midday it had driven forward in a broad salient
and captured the chief works of the enemy. Upon
the remainder of its front the 1st Corps had taken
the whole German first line, and at three points had
broken into the second. But it had used up all its
reserves, and for the moment could do no more.

It was farther south, in the sector of the 4th Corps,
that the advance reached its height. Here a brilliant
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